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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To correct automatically a defect of a CCD by 
detecting a defect of the CCD for each picture element 
and correcting picture element data corresponding to the 
result of detection. 

CONSTITUTION: An iris 3 is closed just after a power 
supply is turned on. Each of picture element data of a 
CCD 4 is read in this state and compared with a 
prescribed reference value at a comparator circuit 61. 
When picture element data to be read have a defect, the 
level is larger than a reference level set by a micro 
controller 31. In this case, a defect correction circuit 
9 interpolates picture element data with one preceding 
picture element data and outputs the result. 
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